HARVARD HEALTH TALKS
whose immunity has lapsed with the
passing of time.
Smallpox is no respecter of persons,
save the vaccinated. It attacks the
young and the old of every condition, of,
all races in all countries, in all climates,
and at all seasons of the year. At times
it masquerades in a benign form, and
then without warning it may reveal its
true malignant character. It seems to
appear in waves or cycles, sometimes
with a definite periodicity which enables
us to anticipate its coming. In Japan,
for example, about every eight or ten
years there have been true epidemics.
On the other hand, it frequently persists
as an endemic disease, sometimes severe,
more often mild in character, but al-
ways with a well-known tendency to in-
crease in virulence. Even although for a
considerable period of time it may be of
no more immediate moment or have
more serious consequences than its
familiar relative, chicken pox, yet it
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